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The Dunedin City of Literature team comprises
two permanent full-time municipal roles.
The Director reports to the General Manager,

Arts, Culture & Economic Development on

Dunedin City Council’s Executive Leadership
Team. The team partners and collaborates with

indigenous and local writers, illustrators,

publishers, libraries, booksellers, community

groups, festivals, tertiary institutions, and schools.




The City of Literature team participates in

projects and programmes locally, nationally, and

internationally to shine a light on the Literature
network. The team brings publishing expertise
and community engagement, and shares stories
daily on its website and social media. A highlight
is collaborating with other Cities of Literature

around the world.




* Team Members: Jo Flynn (Manchester) & 0 v l s I o N
Michelle Leonforte (Nottingham) 24064‘ POETRY SLAM

* Ongoing Work: Writing shared press releases

for UN international days, conferences, o
- : L e WORLD
Slamovision & collective activity identified by POETRY

DAY YfRcH
the Literature network '

* New members are very welcome!



NZ Society of Authors, new poems about Dunedin.

The poems were read by the wonderful poets at a free
poetry and music event on National Poetry Day.

The event was held at Dunedin City Library, which
receives over a million visits per year from Dunedin’s
population of 135,000. The City of Literature team was
also proud to produce a birthday collection of legacy

publications for special gifts and prizes.
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% Caselberg Trust Margaret Egan
Cities of Literature Writers Residency

In 2025 the City of Literature and the Caselberg
Trust welcomed Sihle Ntuli, poet and editor
from Durban City of Literature, as the Caselberg
Trust Margaret Egan Cities of Literature Writers
Resident. The external judges were impressed
by the high standard of the 79 applications
received from 28 Cities of Literature around the
world. Sihle appeared twice in the Dunedin

Writers & Readers Festival programme and was

guest reader for the Octagon Poetry Collective.



the ongoing exchange of handwritten poems by
both established and brand-new poets. The first
bundle of poems was created at a bespoke event
which invited Morrin Centre visitors to write a

poem especially for Dunedin.
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regularly leads popular free poetry workshops
for adults and school children of all ages as part
of our City of Literature programme. We have
received 100 per cent positive feedback for
these workshops so far. The collected children’s
poems are then published by the City of
Literature so that each child has a book to take

home to read and reread with their family.
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here in 2027. Also my wonderful colleague
Anne Shelah, City of Literature Project
Coordinator appeared in the first issue of the
Okayama City of Literature magazine!



Jenny Powell is both a poet and a teacher, and
she would love to join us in a special
collaboration with Okayama. Both our cities
prioritise working with young writers and
readers. Research shows that an enjoyment of
reading and writing from a young age improves
empathy, wellbeing, and life outcomes across a

range of areas. And it’s fun too!



school groups of ten-year-old students, one
group in Okayama and one group in Dunedin.
Jenny could provide resource materials and

meet with the classroom teacher onscreen in

advance. Jenny’s childhood bear, Teddy, is the

subject of the poems and is much loved by the

students. We will send photographs of Teddy! If
preferred, a special toy in Okayama would also

work brilliantly as a muse.
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A translator in Okayama, remunerated by : : ' A 2R\ ;Itg‘gfi;g;:[;eggmﬁ‘;gfggfgm‘
- JennyPowe

Dunedin City of Literature, could translate local
poems into English and the Dunedin poems into

Japanese. The children would learn about writing

" : ~ Dunedin UNESCO City of l;férdturé' X
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GOOD HEALTH QUALITY
AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION

| nsi

1 REDUCED

one version in Japanese and one version in

English. Each child could illustrate their poem. INEQUALITIES
A
Together these poems and illustrations would ==
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make a special new collection. Dunedin would E

publish this book and send copies to Okayama for
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each student and their family and for the school FOR THE GOALS
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Please be in touch with us any time with project ,_ ‘ %f&?'

ideas and ways in which to connect — our

guestions about any aspect of our work.

relationship with Okayama is so important to us.
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