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In 2008, Melbourne joined the UNESCO Creative Cities Network when it was
designated the first and only City of Literature in Australia and the second of its
kind in the world.




In 2008, Melbourne joined the UNESCO Creative Cities Network when it was

designated the first and only City of Literature in Australia and the second of its
kind in the world.

The designation was made in recognition of the following factors, among
others:

1. The quality, quantity and diversity of publishing and editorial initiatives in
Melbourne

2. The quality and quantity of educational programs in Melbourne

3. Melbourne’s urban environment, to which literature is integral

4. Melbourne’s experience in hosting literary events and festivals, and
promoting foreign and domestic texts

5. Melbourne’s libraries, bookstores and cultural centres

6. The use of new media in Melbourne to promote and strengthen the literary
market.
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Fit Check: Size, Price and
Sustainability in Fashion
With Emma Do, Maggie Zhou and Sam van Zweden

With Host Sabina McKenna










Creative Victoria and the City of Melbourne agreed to partner in
establishing a City of Literature Office which was established in
2014.

The City of Melbourne and Creative Victoria provide financial
support for the Office and Director, and the Wheeler Centre
provides in-kind assistance with operational and administrative
costs, and access to facilities.

The Office and the Director are housed in the Wheeler Centre.
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Melbourne is a city of literature

Melbourne has chosen to become a
UNESCO City of Literature
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Melbourne is a city of literature

Melbourne has chosen to become a
UNESCO City of Literature

Melbourne has a City of Literature
Office

We use 3 to utilise 2 to change 1




The Office started with three broad areas of action

that address the aims of the Creative City Network
as well as the needs for Melbourne as a City of
Literature:

1. Connecting the City of Literature
2. Reflecting the City of Literature

3. Supporting the City of Literature




Reflecting Melbourne
as a
City of Literature




74 JZ 7




BOOKSHOP BINGO
IS BACK!

Show your love for Victorian bookshops!
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LOVE YOUR BOOKSHOP DAY
Saturday, October 12, 2024




... BUT CREATING COMICS 1S
HER WILDEST HOBBY YET!
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Speaking for Others:
Women’s Poetry as

Advocacy

23 October 2025

PEN Melbourne

Speaking for Others: Women's
Poetry as Advocacy is a poetry and
conversation event hosted by
Liquid Amber Press and PEN
Melbourne. [...]

The Little Bookroom turns

65!

25 Ocrober 2025

Little_Bookroom

The Little Bookroom opened its
doors for the very first time on
October 13th 1960 in the

Metropole Arcade, Melbourne [...]

Odyssey Literary Festival

2025: PULSE

24 Qctober 2025

RMIT's Professional Writing and
Editing (PWE) program

Come and join us at this years
festival with keynote speaker
Evelyn Araluen, award-winning
Goorie and Koori poet, editor, and
[..]

BEST SELLER BOOK CLUB —
LIVE BOOK-THEMED GAME

SHOW

25 October 2025

Matthew Hardy

The Best Seller Book Club is a quiz
show like Aussie TV music trivia
game shows Spicks & Specks or
[.]

In Conversation with Jane
Harper

24 October 2025

Connected Libraries

Meet Australian author Jane
Harper and listen to her speak
about her newest novel "Last One

out'. Jane has won [...]

Between the Lines:

Storytelling Salon

25 October 2025

Chestnut Tree Bookshop

There's a kind of magic that only
happens after dark. Between the
Lines is a monthly gathering of
storytellers and [...]
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In 2008, Melbourne joined the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network.
The UNESCO Creative Cities Network
(UCCN) was created in 2004 to
promote cooperation with and among
creative cities that work together
towards a common objective: placing
creativity and cultural life at the heart
of their urban development plans.
This network covers seven creative
fields: Crafts and Folk Arts, Design,
Film, Gastronomy, Literature,
Media Arts, and Music.

Sl E: A Wheekchalr accessible
BOOKSTORES i
@ 1istar Comics A

Level1, 53 Queenst
Comics!
@ Asphalt Books A
Room 23, Level 4,
The Nicholas Bulding, 37 Swanston St
‘Secandhand books!
@ Books for Cooks Ae B
145- 121 Victoria S, Queen Vic Market
Books about wine, food and the culinary arts.
(@ city Basement Books A
342 Finders st
‘Secondhand books!
@ Cvical e
377 Little Collins St
Comics!
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Melbourne City of Literature exists
We acknowledge the Bunurong.

Boon Wurrung and Wurundjeri Woi
Waurrung peoples as the traditional

custodians of the Melbourne region
and pay our respects to their Elders

&>

W on the ands of the Kulin Nation.
|

( pastand present. <
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#LITMAPOFMELBOURNE

(@ Dymocks Melbourne Ae
Lower Ground Floor, 234 Callin St
Widerange of bools and gt
(@ il of Content Bookshop A% &
86 Bourke SU
Traditional bookshep.
(© ey Craddock Antiquarian Bookseller &
156 Collins St
Fine and rare books & home of Rare Book Week.
(©) Koorie Heritage Trust Bookshop A
Level 143, The Yarra Bulding, Federation Square
Victoria's premier supplier of books relating to
Aboriginal Austali,
@ Mary Martin Bookshop
Queen Victoria Market, String Bean Alley
Independent stoe offring expert recommendation,
excelentsenvice and great books.
@ Metropolis Bookshop A
34252 Curtin House, Swanston St
Spedaliing ingraphicdesign, architecture and fshion!
@ Minotaur e
264 Uttle Collins St
Comics!
(@ New International Bookshop &
Trades Hall 54 Victoria s, Garlton
Independent radical bookshop!
Q) Paperback Bookshop A
60 Bourke St
Independent bookshop!
@ 80 Books Emporium A
Emporium Melbourne, Shop
3-001/287 Lonsdale St
Discount bockstore!
@ Readings - tate Library of Victoria A
5LV, 285-321 Russell St
‘Wide range of books and gifts!

@ Royal Historical Society of Victoria A
239 A'Beckett St
History boos and events!

@ e Litle Library A
Level 2, Cnr LaTrobe and Swanston Streets
Ubrary and bookswap.

€ World Food Books A

Room 5, Level 5,

The Nicholas Building, 37 Swanston St
Specalists In contemporary ant publshing,
€@ The Wheeler Centre
176 Little Lonsdale St
Melbourne’s home for books, writing and ideas.

LIBRARIES
€ city brary A&

253 Finders Ln

€ Melbourne Art ibrary Ae
Testing Grounds, 438 Queen St

@ Melbourne Athenaeum Library A&
188 Colins St

€ narm ngarrgu Library
Corner of Queen and Therry Streets
RMIT University Library A¢
Level § Building 10, RMIT
University, 360 Swanston st

€ state Library Victoria A

328 Swanston 5t




festivals Road Tri

A regional Victorian Writers Festival Map
1 Melboumne [ Glenkira 3 performingand ' Mornington Peninsula % Philliplsiand S0 Coal Greek s/ Prom Goast Y Latrabe ity - Shiakespeare on
writers Festival | Storytelling Festival M Visual Arts in Emeraig Writers Festival | Festival of Stories M titerary Festival [ Festival [ Uiterary Festival i the River Festival
10 gtories of S1L Write Around N2 Writers Readers  \Lshepparton S Bendign N Mildura S Woolly Y ApolioBay S Lighthouse
infiuence M TheMurray M and Poets’ Weekend W Festival i Writers Festival J writers Festival i west rest [ Word Fest [ Literary Festival
” 19 qugensclifie X" Portarlington \2! Word for Word National X7 Brimbank Writers 520 Willamstown X2' Ghistmas Hills
5 Literary Festival M Midwinter Words |~ Non-Fiction Festival | & Readers Festival M Literary Festival | Writers Festival
50 Dennis S0 Dromkeen  C' Woodend Winter 52 Wordsin - Clunes Bookiown
poetry Festival M Literary Festival M Arts Festival [ Winter Festival
) Nowstead Short X! Gastiemaine Children's
& Story Tattoo Literature Festival

e~
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LANDING
w,

This map Is an initiative of the Melbourne y
UNESCO City of Literature Office of Literature (2008) is acknowledgment of m T Pt e [ ]
L AN the breadth, depth and vibrancy of Victoria's - -
Design by Michael Owen literary culture as highlighted by the state wide

lllustrations and map concept by Marc Martin excellence of our reglonal writers' festivals. cityofiiterature.com.au
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The Green House
a writers' room
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